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LANDGATE — FIREWATCH SERVICE 

Statement by Minister for Lands 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Lands) [2.02 pm]: As we move into summer and also 
the fire season, I inform the house about Landgate’s FireWatch service. FireWatch is an online fire management 
service that supplies critical information on discovering, tracking and managing prescribed burning and 
bushfires. FireWatch provides critical near real-time information from land monitoring satellites to detect 
bushfires as they are happening and their subsequent effect on the land. This information is supplied to 
Australia’s emergency services, land management professionals, farmers, tourism operators, Indigenous 
communities, pastoralists and the general community. 

The FireWatch service, which can be accessed online by anyone anywhere at any time, has gained a high profile 
as an innovative online service enabling informed decision-making that protects lives and saves both property 
and the environment. 

Leveraging the technologies provided by Landgate’s shared land information platform, or SLIP, also allows the 
FireWatch service to be integrated with other support data. For example, this integration is leading to making 
user-friendly information available to the Fire and Emergency Services Authority to assist in its operational 
activities, such as advising of road closures, the location of community centres, the identification of rally points 
and where emergency and support services are located during an incident. This will enable bushfire simulations 
to be run, which in turn will identify high-risk regions. 

FireWatch has also had an international impact with its FireWatch Indonesia program. In June 2008 Landgate 
was awarded a $1.5 million AusAID contract to increase Indonesia’s capacity to design and implement a fully 
operational FireWatch web-based system. Landgate technical experts have worked with, trained and mentored, 
Indonesian government agency representatives in building a fire monitoring infrastructure to increase the 
Indonesian government’s ability to monitor fires. The IndoFire system was launched in Jakarta in October of this 
year. It provides for early detection of fire hotspots across two Indonesian provinces that are particularly prone to 
fire. It does this by connecting satellite receiving stations with web servers to enable the high-speed production 
and delivery of satellite products for fire detection and suppression, and forest management. 

FireWatch Indonesia is also part of the Australian and Indonesian forest carbon initiative to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions and increase carbon dioxide sequestration from Indonesian rainforests.  
 


